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secure enjoyment of the remainder. He confided in
the good sense and practical ability of his countrymen,
and therefore desired to give a large share of responsi-
bility and power to them. Above all, responsibility.

As the months flew on, the absence from the
Government of such a conspicuous figure, in no way
disabled from lending a hand, became more and more
noticeable. Scottish friends were puzzled, and said
so. John Morley, with whom a friendship was
budding,1 and who had told him, " It would be of
great use to me, as well as a great pleasure, to have a
chance of knowing your ideas from time to time " (May
20th, 1880), wrote later in the same year : " I hope it
is not an impertinence in me to say that I am getting
rather impatient to see you among the Government
magnates."

The Under-Secretaryship at the Home Office fell
vacant by the elevation of Mr. Leonard Courtney.
Harcourt wrote to Gladstone: " I think you know how
sincerely I am anxious that Rosebery should join the
Government for all reasons, and particularly on the
ground of my great personal regard for him" (July
27th, 1881).

It was understood that Rosebery would have
special charge of Scottish business, of course in
concert with. the Lord Advocate. He wrote to
Gladstone (August 1st): " You are always devising
some friendly plan for me, and I fear you must often
have thought me crotchety with regard to them."
He was afraid that the shifting of offices might cause
inconvenience, but was indifferent to the possible
attribution of personal motives in having urged a
change in the management of Scottish business. He
concluded: " I am pleased and proud to think that at
last I shall serve under you." Congratulations poured
in. Arthur Godley, Mr. Gladstone's trusted private
secretary, was " glad you are to be Minister for

lThe intimacy had not progressed very far, for the writer added,
*' Pray do not call me Professor; I am not, nor ever was, nor shall be
professor of anything, not even of hairdressing or corn-cutting."